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COMPASSION 


To all the | 2 
[5 Sorrowful. Afﬀited, Viſited; Tempted, t 
R--.. Suffering Seed; whether inwardly or. 
p28 ourwardly " the City 


LONDON, 


Or elſewhere 1 in England. 


T* ſaith the Lord; ſay to them that are of a fearful heart: be 


_ 


ſtrong, fear not: "behold your God'will come with venge- 
ance, even God with a recompence : he will come and 
ſave you. ' 

Thisis ſpokei: unto you: whoſe Conſciences are tender; having 
the deep <ence of Gods Jud : upon your Spirits -: ' which 
are now uponthe City of London,and other parts of this Iſle. Whe. 
cher upon your own perſons or families,or as yet moreremote from 

7 your who wait upon the Lord in the way of his judgments; if poſ- 
ly he may beintreated by you, to ſtop his hand from laying the 

E I cogether with the wicked; and thofe who know not their 

right hand from their lefr, Vee know if his anger be kindled biit a 
lictle, that bleſſed are all thoſe who put their truſt in him. 
- Tknow your griefs and am wel acquainted with your ſorrow : | 
->- which are moſt of al}, that yee your felves havenot redeemed the 
> time; as yeenow ſee yee might havedone : (although yee grieve to 

'-* ſeeothers defpiſe Gods Laws) in that'for your time yee might have 

= beenteachersof others;  yee have needto be taught che firſt prin-. 

| A ciples 
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_ -Ciples ofthe teachings of God: as Repentance for your dead works, 
it being your daily burthen, that yee can feel no more life tiring in 
your hearts and ſervices, nor no more faith towards God, to draw 
lifeand virtue from him; nor no more of the opperations of his 
hands aud. openings thereof to fill you with his bleſſings : 
which makes yee doubt ſometimes, whether yee are of the ſheep of 
his paſture, or ofthe number of the flock of his hands: by reaſon 
of your leanne{sof foul aad poverty of Spirit z concluding in your 2 
ſelves yt have not Yer truly earned the Do&rine of Bap- 
ciſms ; being yee find ſo much of ſelfand the ſpirit of this world alive af 
in you, and f@ little of the hay, firaw,: and fable ye cotſimmed and | 
burnt up in you; ghat yes queſtion raapy times, whether yee know 
che foundation of God laid in your kearts. 'And' yee find daily fo 
many temptations and vain thoughts lodge within you, to the diſ- | 
quieting and veZiag of your Righteousfoulsz-that-yee fear the Bap- { 
tiſme of the hel Spijic is Hog yet Rtainedby you.: ſceipg your ſor- | 
rows are ſomany, and yogr comferts ſo few and_ungrtain's that 

yee know not certainly whether there be any ſuch holy Spirit come 
into-yoar hearts... NS OS IT SED 1. 

And for the Reſurre&ion of the Dead and eternal judgment; yee | 
fear that yee know liccle of them, more then: yee have receiv'd by | | 
the hearing of the ear;,and reading cf the Letter without you: there- 
fore yee doubg,that your faith ſtands but.in word and not in power ; 
becauſeic removeth (o little out of your hearts that.. toad chere be- | 
fore, and giveth,you nog. more vidory over the warld : . but'as yee | 
were, {o.yee areftill coo much in bondage toir ; which is your grief. | 
Although coo lang after viory is. preſent with you ; but how to 
attain aud perform ic continually over all things, bothin words, 
choughts and aftions,yee find nor. Yet yeecanuar larivfie your ſelves — | 
with the common faith,; vic. that ſuch a tate. or condition is.nap 
attainable, but-rajher find cauſeenoughin.your ſelves to judge your 
own remiſneſs and negligence in not watchingiin- the Light; to keep | 
-_ heai ts with all diligence : experiencing that now your own fol- | 


y doth eorre& you,becauſe,yee have often had precious ſealons and 
opportunities; (a5.a daily prize) put into.your thands; but yee im- 
proved them net as: yee \ have done, Neverthelels, yee dare 
not (like thoſe whoſe fooliſh hearts are darkened) lay the fauitupoa 
God, as ifthe reaſon.was, becauſe he denied you power : never in- 
tending to make you perieAHly holy, leaſt your Salvation ſhould 964 
| 0 
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of your ſelves, But Experience hath taught you otherwiſe zin that 
when yee arc at any time moſt holy and ſanQified throughout in bo- 
dy, ſou), and ſpirit ; yee are then moſt meck and low]y,inheriting the 
preſence and Kingdom of God in your hearts, -'' \ 

Further yee know there would be no variance or difcord be- 
tween the Lord and you, but for your defe&s in love to him and 
watchfulneſs to his councel; from which 'cauſes flows, your miſ- 
carriages in life and converſatian;and ſuch darkneſs npon you, that, 
yee cannot ſee the Salvation of Gad, crying out as undone; ſaying, 
weare caſt out of thy fight, Oh Lord, wilt thou be merciful no more. 
And no warvel becauſe yee know right well, that if the Lord be 
alwajes before you, yee cannot be maved. 

Thus far | have traced you by the: foot-teps of the flocks of the 
companions; although to you they ſeemas untroden paths,/and like 
che way ofan Eagle, and as a Ship at Sea : yet be it known unto you 
the fame ſteps have been troden by the brethren that are in che 
World ;as the "y of the Lord to ſhew them what was in their 
hearts: like as he did to Iſrael of old. h 

Q that I had the tongue of the learned, fo as to ſhew you the cauſes 
of your diſeaſed weakneſſes; that a perfeft cure might be received: 

Firſt of all | fiad-yaur minds abroad, and your eyes gadding too. 
much in the ends ofthe Earth, where yee find many wandering like 
your ſelves; which multitudes ſo infefts your minds,as to ſtrengthen 
your hands in this evil, and thereby to leffen it in your ſelves. 

Alfo the wicked one ſo bufieth you, in finding: fault with others, 
(as if yee were to keep their Vineyards;)whereby be cunningly en- 
ticeth you to negle& your own, under pretence of ferviceto them, 
or otherwiſe to fill your hearts ſo with prejudice againſt Religion it 
(elf, as if all men were liars : which thing lurking fecretly in your 
boſomes, that when the Winter cometh, and ſtormes ariſe ic gen- 
dreth to fear and bondage; through the mixture of unbeljef, careleſ- 
nefs, and Jukewarm-indifferency: all which now appears to be a 
monſtrous birth;although before nurſed and dandled as a moſt beau- 
ceiful Child, and fo la fully begotten as none fo likely toinherit the 
Kingdom as it, But now yeeſceit is for judgment and muſt not be 
heir with the ſon of the freewoman. 

Again as many by talking, what once they did poſſeſs and enjoy, 
have loſt the ſence and comfort of what they ſhould have to ſup- 
port them at preſent; fo others ” ſpeaking ſo much of ſuffering 
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aremadeunfit to ſuffer; and at this day how many are there: who 
have ſoſpenc their precious time in often relating the :cruel deaths 
and-hardſhips of others, that they are neither prepared to die, nor 
fitted for trial themſelves ; and hence alfo ariſeth the multitudes of 
their fears and troubles. | | 

Another cauſe of your fear and trouble, I find to be the falling of 
many. good an4 righteous people, in this common calamity: as if the 
Lord had no morereſpett ro them that ſerve and fear him then to 
the wicked and profane; ſeeing what befalls the Swearer, befalls him 
that fears an Oath, But this comes to paſs that none may preſume; 
_ and that all may fear before him: yet the accuſer of the Brethren 
wounds youfo ſorely on this account that yee daily feel his ſting- 
ings, - by all tidings that comes to your ears: concerning the Lords 
viliting:the Righteous with the wicked, and little Childrenin their 
innocency; with grown people in their fins: which chingas it doth 
muchimbolden che ungodly in their preſimption;(o itdoth diſcou- 
ragethe weatin the faith, as if they ſerved God for nought; not 
remembring that jt is written, No man knoweth either love or ha- 
ered by all that is before him. And it is meet it ſhould be fo, be- 
cauſetheloveand hatred are to the ewo' ſeeds of Facob and Eſau 
whichareiinviſtble :; therefore,they that keep not tothe light in the 
daily watchfnineſ through believing in it :- but look ont at things 
viſible and temporal, fuch are unſtable in all their wayes, and mifin- 
terpret all the Lords proceedings: whence arifeth ſuch diſconten- 
tedneſs of mind; and crouble 'of ſpirit ; that they are ready to ſay 
with Fongs,” they do well tobeangry; (thinking they have cauſe e- 
nough for it) everantodeath. ' Ef ITE 

Thus doth the evil nature deal with the Lord, when it gets looſe 
from the bit and btridle. Bur chisis che Plague for people codie in 
their fins, as Chriſt ſaid cothe Fewer, (all muſt die) but yee ſhall die 
zn your” fins." bf | | 

\ 'Yethear © Facob, 'and hearken O Iſrael that art afflited, rofled 
with tempeſt arid not: comforted; the Lord will lay thy foundati- 
- on aSwith precious ſtones , thou ſhalt be caught of the Lord,and in 
Righteouſneſs ſhalt thou be eſtabliſhed: thou ſhalt be far from op- 
preſſion, for thou ſhalt not fear. | I ; 

A farther caule of fear anderounble may be the natural 'temper 
and inclination of your minds and ſpirits, not yet knowing the feed 

of life ſo-raiſed into Dominion in your Hearts, as to witnels it 
Es - ſtrongey 
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ftronger.in you, then hethat is in the world: therefore, yeelie open - 
ro the ſtormes and blaſts of fear and diftrurt; notwithſtanding the 
root of the matter may be in yon ,. yet is it butas aſeed ſownin 
weakneſs, and as yet not raiſed in power, And by reaſon of this 
your natural temper, yee may labour more with your own hearts, 
then ſome others do,and yet not able to attain that victory and cou- 
rage, which they arrive at: which makes you conclude the root of 
the matter is not in you, . and that one day yee ſhall fall by the hand 
of Saul, & your fears do ſoattend you upon every approach of dan- 
ger, as thoſe that can do nothing of your own ſelves, and yet areable 
co do all things, through Chriſt ſtrengthening of you. 1 know you 
well, that when yee are naked none ſo timerous, yee knowing (elf to 
be of no reputation: but when yee- have girt on ſtrength and ſunk 
down into the armour of Light, none ſo bold and valiant,although 
thou be but a jittle one, thou art as David; not afraid of great Gol: 
ab, when into the name of the Lord thou art gotten. Feel me for I 
would not have you diſmaid,becauſe of this kind of fear : therefore 
be yee ſtill, when yee feel it ariſe in you; look not at it : but keep your : 
minds out of all compliance with it :_ andthe juſt that lives by faith 
will ſpring in your hearts,ſuddenly daunting your fears and driving 
them back; whereby yee will witneſs the power of God toariſe in 
you, by which through faith yee will be kept unto Salvation. 

-Butin your journey it will fare with you-as ſometime with Ahaz, 

unto whom the Lord ſaid, askthee a fign, when the enemies conſpi- 
red againſt him: but 4Abazſaid, I will not ask, neither will I tempe 
the Lord, &c. In like manner will yee find your.ſouls compaſſed a- 
bout with evils ; ſome that yee are guilty of, through negligence,&c. 
and others laid to your charge by the accuſer,as if becauſe he temp- 
ted, yee had conſented, and others alſo by him threatned, to come 
upgp you, asa juſt reward for the former : yet in this very condi- 
tion the Lord bids you believe in his Grace; that ſhall be ſufficient 
for you in this great ſtrait : but take heed at ſuch a time, -leaſt like 
Abaz yee haſtily reply, I will not, nor I cannot believe, neither will 
I cempt the Lord in preſuming to be quiet and ſtill chrough be- 
keving in his Light and power that ſecretly ſhews me my duty, and 
ſtirs me up unto it in my own breaſt, in this cloſe beſetting. 

I ſay unto you, if yee will not now believe,(as in hope againſt hope) 
yee ſhal) not be eſtabliſhed But on the contrary , if yee will believe 
in the Lighe, this g1£at diſtreſs and (ore beſtege (hall be unto you, as 

| the 
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"the death of Lazarus was unto CAfartba and Mary,concerning which 
- Chriſt aid he was glad (although they were troubled) in chat ie 
ſhould be an advantage totheir faith, whereby they faw the glory of 

God, in Chriſt raifing him fromthe dead, | 

Bue 1 know yee are {o overwhelmed with fears many times that 

' yee cannot hearken nor be ti}, like the Children of Tjrael that could 
not hearken unto Moſes, becauſe of the anguiſh of their ſpirits: even 
fodo your fears and unbelief indiſpoſe and unfit you for any ſervice 
acceptable inGads fight.wheeby ye are readyto conclude yaur (elves 

tobe without amongſt the fearful and unbelieving, &c. Rev, 21.8, 

But I ſay unto you, that be who came nat to call the Righteous, bur 

Sinners to Repentance : ſhall not break the bruiſed reed,nor quench 

the ſmoaking flax ; be it is that invites you, becauſe yee are weary and 

heavy-Jaden, and whoever comestohim hewillin no wiſe caſt off: _ 

: For he comes to deliver thoſe; who all their life time were ubje& to 

bondage by rea{ſ>n of thefear of Death. Therefore, rake heed yee © 

refufenot him that ſpeaks from Heaven, who appears the ſecond time 
unto them that look for him without ſinunto Salvation, to ſer them 
free through believingia the truth, which God lovss in your inward 
parts:which freedom indue time yee will reap, (Qh yee that have 
- ſown intears)if yee faint not z and that yee may not faint, he hath 
provided a Cordial for you, and that near you, even the Spirit it felf 
-to help your infirmity, andtocomfart yau by bearingwitnefs with 
yaur Spiries, that yeeare the Lords:which' above all things yedefire 
to know,and to have the full affarance of. The councel of the Lord 
is unto you in this caſe to delight your felves in him.and bereby will 
you enjoy thedefires of your hearts 8& through keeping his fayings, 
-which yee wilt hear bim daily ſaying in you, and unto you, as humble 
and meek in his Light yeeabideand walk, and yee will eafily know 
his voice, and his words to be Spirit and life, and that yee mayihe 
fulſy affured it is he, «the works which be doth in you, and for you, 
bears witne(s of him. And by faich in him wilt he become an Inha- 
bieant in you, for weare all the Children of God by faith in Chriſt 
eſus; and by faith is he kept dwelling ia your hearts, and hereby 
will yeeknow that yee know him, and have the full affurance of him, 
becauſe the Son of God is come to give you this unde: ſtanding by 
—_ of his being in you and yee in him, who is true God and eter- 
adl life. 2 aak | 
2 Jhaye now fomething to ſay to choſe Fearfyl; that are without a- 
<3 | moneg(t 
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mongft the unbelievers and abominable, murderers,and whoremon-- 
gers and forcerers, and all liars who ſhall have their portionin che. 
Lake: who cannot endure the Lamb, nor the preſence of God when 

he ſteps upon the throne. but flie co the Mountains and hills jn which 
they have truſted to hide them in the day of Calamity. Theſe are of 
Cains generation that are better at killing then ſacrificing, and as the 

fruit of their doings they are alwayes afraid,8 that where no fear is, 

even of every man (not knowing whom to truſt } as Cain was; and. 
although ſuch hide their fin as 4dam they ſhall not proſper. But of 
this ſort I have ſomething to fay (more at large) by themſelves, and 

ſol paſs them by at preſent. 

- Others there are who are yet without amongſt the dogs, unto 
whom intend not the Childrens bread before ſpoken of ; And they 
are ſuch whoare alwayes learning , but never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth, to make them free from their fears, being 
laden with fin and led away wich divers luſts; thinking an opinion of- 
truth will fave them;while they arecrucifying afreſh the Son of God _ 
and putting him to open ſhame : flying to Scripture ſan&nary as the 
Fews did, who ſearcht the Scriptures but would not come toChrift, 
and in a wrong zeal, as the Diſciples did; when they would have had 
choſe conſumed that followed not with them, urging to Chriſt the 
example of Elzas. But let theſe know that their fears flow from the 
guilt of fin that defiles therr Conſciences: which all the ſacrifices 
that they offer day by day,can never take away,nor make the comers 
thereun*o perfet: becauſe they reach not the Conſcience ,. but ſtill 
there remains a conſcience accuſing for fin: becauſe they believenot 
1 che Light tcowalkin ic; that the bload of Jeſus might be known 
to ſprinkle their hearts from an evil Conſcience, thas they may wit- 
neſs by it perfe&ion as pertaining to the Conſcience. . Therefore, 
theſe are not;free from afrightiog, terrifying fears,becaule their fins 
remains,how confident ſoever they may ſeem to be of their eternal 
conditions, in that they know not the truth as iC is in-Jeſus; forif 
they did it wonld make them free, Unto ſuch Iſay,they are yet too 
high and wiſe for God, and therefore muſt come down to know a 
meek, poor and quiet ſpirit within them : which is of price beyond 
all cheir talk, knowledges and empty profeſſion of Scriptures, God 
and Chrift-withaut them, while they have not learned to ſtand ſtyl 
$0 feel the ſpirit of Chriſt to betheir treogth & leader within them ; 


theſe ſhall 1kewiſe periſh and dye in their {ans,if they bring not _ 
| rules 
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' fruits t=cer for repenrancesthravgh C taxch whic't is held in a-pur; Conſcience; 
_ , Burunto yuu whoſe kearrs arc render,and Conſciences awakned unto Righre= 
'Suſn; [: 3 thall che So.1 of Righresulneſs ariſe with hexting' i@ his Wings : fot, 
yec tove ts preſcntappearance in your hcarts,and waic for the brighton is of tis 
coming to conſume what eyer is contraty to himfelf, thathe may be and none 
befides hm. Thercfuie, for your comfort I have this co affure:you of, from my 

| God gnd your Ged, that be will come quickly, and will not tarry,and yec know 
"his 1cwar dis with bhimy becauſe yee never enjoycd him bur yee were ſufficicorly 

. -xewarded,for waiting upon him. 2 k 39213 10 HIP: 1 

- And theſe cloaes «t ſufterings, whether fickneſs, bendsor baniſhment, :ars 

* bur as xe evening. wh.ch muſt be added ro the; marning go make up the laſt day 
(in whichGod will pertc&ly raiſe up his ſeed Jas well 2s the firſt day. O fing thou 
barrer, and thou thar didfſt nor bear; for now ſhait thou b- fruirful in Children, 
and they ſhall fing together as the ſons of the worning of th. s bl. fled! oly day, 
ah. new {6ng winch none can {earn but the redeered'ovur of the Earth. 'A]}- 
' + though now ic the cycning thou may be weeping by: the Ry: rs of Babylon with 
thy Infcumenc unwn'd, beeanſe in a ſtrange Land. Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh, at vhoſe;preſence tky ſorrow ſhall be turned inio rejoyclng, and thy 
. JPY ſhall none rake from thee ; Bur the World hail mourn; and now is the 
day 0! their for:ow begur,cven thar great and fore diltiefs of Nations ſpoken of, 
with thac unexpreflible wo, wo,wo, Opon the Inhabiean:s of the Earth 3: which 
hath bcen efcen k unded through the Lords.witnefles and ſcryants, that ic may be 
kaown there have been Prophers in Eng/and, and founding in thy, ftxceers O 
Loudon. But who ſha 11ive when God doth this, be fides the ſecd thar ſhall ſerve 
the Lord. © Tr Eng - 
- Feel ir already begirrto ariſe in your hearrs'3 (O all yee'thar fear the Lord) 
by all the oppeſitions itmecss withal, and ſaying in you if th's-be to be vile ro 
rejoyce at the return, of the Gl-ry of 1ſracl, I will ycr be more vi'e,and a)lthe 
Jookers on like Michal sball be 1hamed when the Sced of David hall be ex- 
aired. over all ro the praiſe of the glory of the came of irs Gd for ever: There- 
fore thou Royal ſced Ir is good: for thee to draw near unto him: that when be 
fakes peace from the Earth both within and withour, that rhen thou may en« 
courage thy {elf in the Lord thy: God, who 15 over all bleſſed for evermore, 


AWEn. 
= This us from a ſufferer with the Righ- 
I  teoxs ſeed, and one that prayes and 
The gth.of the 7th Month waits for its deliverance out of all 
| 1665. t #ts troubles in all where it yet groans 
IS for Redemption, a ſalutation of wn- 
2 & HT TRESE feigned love, | 
» $ . : ; | 
, John Crook. 


THE-END. 


